Chapter Five
MURDER,  ACCIDENT  OR SUICIDE?
CUMNOR HALL lay three or four miles to the north of the
market town of Abingdon, about half-way between it and
Oxford. The house, once the property of the abbots of Abingdon,
had been leased a few years earlier by Anthony Forster, " treasurer"
to Lord Robert Dudley, from William Owen, who had inherited
it from his father George Owen, Henry VIII's physician. It was
a large, rectangular building in monastic style, surrounded by
terraced walks, trees and ponds, with a view over the downs and
the spire of a church rising immediately behind. Exactly when
and why Amy transferred her residence there is unknown; trust-
worthy information as to how much the move owed to her own
restlessness and how much to her husband's promptings would
throw an interesting light on what followed. Besides Forster and
his wife there were living in the house at the time Mrs. William
Owen, for some reason apart from her husband, and Mrs. John
Odingsells, the widowed sister of Amy's former host, Mr. Hyde
of Denchworth, whom Amy seems to have brought along as a
sort of companion.
Round noon of Sunday, September 8th, 1560, Thomas Blount,
confidential servant and distant kinsman to Robert Dudley, left
Windsor for Cumnor on his master's private business. A few
hours later he met another, lesser, servant speeding in the opposite
direction, who at sight of him pulled up and gasped out that their
lady was dead. Blount, a man professionally incapable of surprise,
swiftly extracted such details as the other could supply. There
were*not many, "By a fall from a pair of stairs" . . . how and
at what hour Bowes did not know ... he and his fellow-servants
had all been sent that morning to Abingdon Fair . . . their
mistress had tried to send "her own sort" as well and quarrelled
with Mrs. Odingsells for declining to go ... who had found
the body and when he could not say.
He galloped on towards his destination. Blount, instead of
doing the same, as one would have expected, or else turning back
for fresh orders in view of this sudden development, adopted the
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